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Background 
Protect the Bush Alliance (PTBA)  

An alliance of 31 NGOs and community groups in Queensland and Australia 
representing over 30,000 people. Our goal is to implement ways of preventing the 
continuing loss of areas of high conservation values to inappropriate development. 
One of the ways we do this is by conducting flora and fauna surveys on properties 
of high conservation value and on the properties which link them.

Summary 

Members of PTBA have had, and will continue to have, close association with land 
holders and communities affected by the major resource developments planned 
for Queensland, as and when those developments strategically impact on areas of 
biological diversity valued by the community. 

There is no assessment of the cumulative impact from the thousands of gas well 
pads, pipelines, pits, management easements and power easements cleared for 
resource extraction. Each application is dealt with in isolation.  

In this particular situation, the areas affected by Fox Resources Coal Mine will 
largely affect highly productive agricultural land. The woodland to be cleared over 
the mine footprint at Avondale is substantial and should  be of concern. 

PTBA has undertaken monitoring of the biodiversity around Avondale by recording 
the botany and monitoring birds seasonally. 



          Method
• BirdLife Australia's Birdata  is the way we collaboratively and scientifically collect data 

to gain insight to protect Australia's birds.

• Selecting transects representative of habitat types and returning to these areas 
seasonally, produces extremely robust data.  

• The standardised survey methodology  was used to record birds at Avondale   
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/

• Bird populations have dramatically declined across all regional ecosystems.

• Only a few species that have adapted well to urbanisation – have increased in 
numbers.

• Our rare and threatened birds have declined between 50 and 60% in 30 years. 
Unfortunately, this data demonstrates that our bird life is in serious trouble:

• By gathering data from the woodlands remaining around Avondale, the riparian edges 
and road and nature strips, we would contribute essential information to help to 
protect the Bundaberg regions biodiversity.

• PTBA survey information is not available to the public. Data is gathered solely for the 
purpose of advocacy and is made available to community members and to those who 
help them in their fight to protect their natural environment. 

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/


FLORA SURVEY
A total of 966 plants were identified*, with 796 native plant species across 43 sites within the mine 
footprint. Of these 13 are classified and 9 are at risk species.  

Classified Species  include:

BOTANICAL NAME         FORM   FAMILY                       LISTING 

Acacia attenuata                              Shrub          Mimosaceae              Vulnerable 

Actephila sessilifolia                         Tree             Phyllanthaceae.        Near Threatened             

Dansiea elliptica                                Herb           Combretaceae           Near Threatened 

Germainia capitata                           Grass          Poaceae                      Vulnerable 

Melaleuca cheelii                              Tree             Myrtaceae                 Near Threatened 

Morinda canthoides                         Vine             Rubiaceae                  Vulnerable 

Xylosma terrae-reginae                   Tree             Flacourtiaceae           Endangered (NSW Only) 

Bushs Road Endangered Regional Ecosystem 12.3.3 

Kolan Weir bushland  and Avondale Reserve Park Protected RE12.5.7 

There are areas of vegetation classified as of biological significance both locally and regionally. These 
forest areas provide ‘linkages’ allowing the plant community to maintain a strong gene pool. Removal 
of any portion of these land parcels interrupts the services they provide to flora, fauna and essential 
pollinators. A list of botanical species is attached as an appendix to this report.



AVIAN 
SURVEY COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora
Plumed Whistling Duck Dendrocygna eytoni
Black Swan Cygnus atratus
Maned Duck Chenonetta jubata
Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus coromandelianus
Grey Teal Anas gracilis
Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa
Hardhead Aythya australis
Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novahollandiae
Bar-shouldered Dove Geophelia humeralis
Crested Pigeoon Ocyphaps lophotes
Peaceful Dove Geopelia striata
Australasian Darter3 Anhinga novahollandiae
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Little Pied Cormorant Microcarbo melanoleucos
Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris
Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius
Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus
White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica

Great Egret Ardea modesta

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia

Cattle Egret Ardea ibis

White-faced Heron Egretta novahollandiae

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

Australian White Ibis Threskiornis molucca

Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis

Pacific Baza Aviceda subscristata

SPECIES LIST

A total of 106 species of birds were 
identified across 4 seasonal surveys.

 



SPECIES LIST CONTINUED 
Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus

Black Kite Milvus migrans

Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax

Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides

Brown Falcon Falco berigora

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio

Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra

Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles

Comb-crested Jacana Irediparra gallinacea

Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus banksii

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus funereus

Galah Eolophus roseicapilla

Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita

Rainbow Lorikeat Trichoglossus haematodus

Scaly-breasted Cockatoo Trichoglossus chlorolepidotus

Little Lorikeet Glossopsitta pusilla
Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus
Pale-headed Rosella Platycercus adscitus
Pheasant Coucal Centropus phasianinus
Eastern Koel Eudnamys orientalis
Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novahollandiae
Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae
Forest Kingfisher Todiramphus macleayii
Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus
Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris
Rainbow Bea-eater Merops ornatus
Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis
White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates leucophaea
Superb Fairywren Malurus cyaneus
Red-backed Fairywren Malarus melanocephalus
Weebill Smicrorornis brevirostris
White-throated Gerygone Gerygone olivacea
Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla
Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus
Lewin's Honeyeater Meliphaga lewinii
Mangrove Honeyeater Gavicalis fasciogularis
Scarlet Myzomela Myzomela sanguinolenta
Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta
Striped Honeyeater Plactorhyncha lanceolata
White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis
White-naped Honeyeater Melithreptus lunatis
Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis
Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala
Little Wattlebird Anthochaera chrysoptera
Noisy Friarbird Philemon corniculatus
Little Friarbird Philemon citreogularis



Grey-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis
Black-faced Cuckooshrike Coracina novahollandiae
Cicadabird Edolisoma tenuirostre
Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis
Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris
Grey Shrikethrush Colluricincla harmonica
Australian Figbird Sphecotheras vieilloti
Olive-backed Oriole Oriolus sagittatus
White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus
Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis
Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen
Pied Currawong Strepera graculina
Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus
Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa
Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leaucophrys
Torresian Crow Corvus orru
Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra rebecula
Restless flycatcher Myiagra inquieta
Magpie Lark Grallina cyanoleuca
Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis
Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis
Silvereye Zosterops lateralis
Welcome Swallow Hirunda neoxena
Common Myna Sturnis tristis
Mistletoebird Diacaeum hirundinaceum
Double-barred Finch Taeniopygia bichenovii
Red-browed Finch Neochmia temporalis
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin Lonchura castaneothorax
House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Australian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae

SPECIES LIST CONTINUED 



Within one of the 20-minute selected transects, bird observation of two old paddock trees (one of which is in the image above), 93 birds of 28 
species were recorded. Including 3 finch species, 3 pairs of Scaly Lorikeets and 4 pairs of Rainbow Lorikeets were attending tree hollows. A a pair of 
Kestrels were nesting. 

It takes approximately 100 years for tree hollows to form in Eucalyptus trees. These paddock trees provide much needed habitat for numerous native 
bird species, as well as small mammals. Protecting remaining paddock trees is essential in providing nesting sites for many bushland species of birds 
now estimated to have declined by 59%. Although the area is primarily agricultural, we cannot underestimate the value of roadside verges, pockets of 
decent woodland and vegetated riparian edges to protect our ever diminishing wildlife. 

The value of old growth Paddock Trees 



Summary for Avondale 
• At the Bundaberg Regional Council meeting on April 29th 

2020 Councilors voted unanimously to oppose the mining 
application.

• Lock the Gate continued their advocacy for the Plan to Grow 
Campaign and the community ‘locked their gates’.

• Local member Tom Smith ALP supports the community. 

     Member, State Development and Regional Industries Committee

• June 2020 Botanists Ann Moran and Maureen Schmidt 
provide a summary of their assessment to council.

• Sheena Gillman PTBA Project Coordinator reports to council 
and meets with Tom Smith ALP Member for Bundaberg.

• PTBA persists in advocacy to the Queensland Department of 
Science (DES) against coal mines anywhere near 
Queensland's’ coastal floodplains. 

• These surveys were undertaken during a period of extended 
drought. It was observed that many species were absent 
from the landscape and others were reported in low 
numbers. No nocturnal birds or mammals were found during 
the surveys. 
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